
                                                                                                                                                                  March 29, 2019 
 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

It does look like we are in the spring solstice for sure!! As the weather improves it indicates that our school year is advancing rapidly. 

   We had Stations of the Cross last Friday and this Friday morning we will journey with Jesus again at 8:40AM. April 5 (Friday) the St. Genesian 
players will present a Lenten Reflection at 1:30PM and 6:30PM. Please join us for this profound re-enactment of the suffering Jesus endured. The 
students (3-8) will have the opportunity to receive Reconciliation the week of April 8. 

   Our Easter break will begin during Holy Week. The church will host Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter liturgies. Please check our website for 
times of prayer and communion services. 

   NYS ELA tests will begin April 1 & 2 for Grades 6 and April 3 & 4 for grades 3-5. All students will use the computer-based test which we initiated 
2 years ago. In 2025 all students in every school in NYS will have to use the computer for these tests. Our students will have many years of       
practice using this tool and will therefore be very prepared. Also, we (the Diocese) have already incorporated the Next Generation NYS standards 
for our curriculum, which all tests will be based upon in 2021. (We have not used Common Core in two years as they are being abandoned by 
NYSED) The Next Generation standards are located on the NYSED   website.  

   The end of our 3rd quarter is coming quickly. Please continue to encourage your child to keep up with all assignments. As our weather improves, 
outside activity increases and the challenge to complete school work can be difficult. With your help and encouragement all students can be    
successful. 

   The new dismissal procedures seem to be working in most cases.  

   Miss Finewood is stationed in the front hall from 2:30-3:15PM. Her responsibility is to dismiss students who need to leave school prior to 
2:50PM. Please be sure to send a dismissal note when this is the case.   

We are in strict dismissal procedure from 2:50 - 3:15 PM; this means: 

 No parent/visitor may enter the building during this time 2:50 - 3:15 PM 

 Bus Dismissal begins at 3 PM followed by Activity Center students and then walkers/private vehicle pickup 

 Pick up from the Activity Center begins at 3:15 PM 

 Teachers will dismiss walker/private vehicle students to parents 

 Please contact me if you have questions. 

   We are preparing our classes for next school year, so be sure all registration paperwork is returned before our Easter break. The registration fee 
may be wrapped into the annual tuition. Let me know if I can help you with this process.  

Easter is a beautiful time of year and the most holy day of our church. Knowing the Jesus came back to His apostles and requested that they be 
true to Him and spread His good news is the reason St. Mary’s School exists. He taught us how to be the best version of ourselves and asked us to 
spread that “word” to all in the world. St. Mary’s School continues to do just that. The children learn the message which is incorporated with the 
highest academic standards.  

   Celebrate the Resurrected Jesus and the continued excellence of St. Mary’s School student work May God bless your family abundantly with His 
everlasting love. 

Happy springtime, 

 
Ann Marie Deutsch, Principal 
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Calendar Notes 
 Apr. 2 - PTO Meeting 6:30 PM 

 Apr. 3 - Faculty Meeting 3:30 PM 

 Apr. 5 - Mass 11 AM 

 Apr. 5 - St. Genesius Play             
“Lenten Reflections” 

 Apr. 8 - SAC Meeting 6:30 PM 

 Apr. 11 - Sr. Mary Smith              
Spelling Bee 7 PM 

 Apr. 11 - Report Cards Sent Home 

 Apr. 12 - 19 NO SCHOOL 

 Apr. 22 - Marian Lunch 

 Apr. 24 - Gr. 6 Seder Lunch 

 Apr. 26 - Gr. 6 Medieval Banquet 

 Apr. 26 - Spirit Wear Day 

 April 29 - Book Fair thru May 3 

        

 

 May 1 - Faculty Meeting 3:30 PM 

 May 2 - Family Bingo Night 

 May 3 - Mass 9 AM 

 May 6 - PTO Meeting 6:30 PM 

 May 7 - Teacher Appreciation Day 

 May 8 - 10 - MS Trip to Gettysburg/
Philadelphia 

 May 13 - SAC Meeting 6:30 PM 

 May 15 - Gr. 5 Flat Stanley            
Presentation 

 May 17 - Mass & May Crowning   

 May 20 - Spring Concert 6:30 PM 

 May 27  - NO School -March in the   
Memorial Day Parade 

 May 30 - Ascension Thursday Mass & 
NJHS Induction  

 May 31 - Spirit Wear Day 

 

 June 2 - Red Wings Game 1 PM 

 June 4 - PTO Meeting 6:30 PM 

 June 5 - Faculty Meeting 3:30 PM 

 June 7 - Mass 9 AM & Volunteer      
Appreciation 

 June 10 - SAC Meeting 6:30 PM 

 June 12 - Grade 8 Mass & Dinner 

 June 14 - St. Mary’s-a-thon 

 June 17 - Gr. 8 Class Trip 

 June 19 - Spirit Wear Day 

 June 19 - 8th Grade Graduation  

 June 20 - 
Seabreeze 
Family Day 

 June 21 - 
Last Day of 
School 

Kindergarten , 1
st

 Grade & 2
nd

 Grade students  

Celebrate the 100
th

 Day of School! 



ST. GENESIUS PLAYERS - Miss Commisso, Director   
 

   Lenten Reflections will be the Genesians’ final play of the year.  It will be presented on 
Friday, April 5th, at 1:30 and 6:30 PM, and is a wonderful way to deepen your Lenten         
experience. If you’ve never seen this production please try to attend.  It is amazing to see    
children as young as 9 and 10 playing serious adult roles so convincingly that you forget 
how young they are.   
   Because our final production is early this year we will spend a few weeks afterward 
practicing our acting skills for next season.  Thank you for all who support our group,    
especially the parents who help their children at home to learn lines and participate in this 
program.   

 

ACTIVITY CENTER- Miss Commisso, Billing    

   As this school year begins to wind down we are already accepting registrations for the  Activity Center next year. If you think that 
your child may need to use this service please fill out a registration form. Information on the form give us emergency contacts, who is  
allowed to pick up the children and whether there are any  allergies that we need to know about. The registration fee is $50 annually, 
and rates are $9 an hour for one children, and $2 an hour for any additional children.  Billing is done in 15 minute increments and  
invoices are sent out monthly through the FACTS system. Please contact the office with any questions. 
 

PTO - Mr. Westerman, Co-Chair President  

   Spring! It’s been a long cold winter but finally the end is night and the woeful winter wonderfully wanes. Thankfully we had the PTO 
Casino night to look forward to. (You did go, didn’t you?) Now that it’s just a great memory we have the anticipation of warmer weather 
upon us. 
   Spring also brings us Niagara candy in April, thanks to everyone who supported the school by participating in this fundraiser. 
   May brings us Teacher Appreciation Day on Tuesday, May 7th. It is such a wonderful way to show our faculty and staff just how 
much they are appreciated! PTO supplies a delicious breakfast and hosts a special luncheon. Thank you to all who have signed up to 
help out. A huge thank you to Rowena Simons for coordinating this event. 
   Also, in May will be the Memorial Day Parade on the 27th. It is a great way to represent our school while honoring the memories of 
those that have given their lives in service of this country, please consider joining us. More details will follow. 
   June brings us the St. Mary’s-a-thon on the 14th. This was a very fun event last year, well loved by the participants. It is a 
great way for the students to raise money for their school, get exercise, and have a bunch of fun. 
   The PTO board has multiple members who will be stepping down at the end of this school year. They have served the school well  
for the duration of their tenure. We are still looking for people to volunteer to be considered during the selection process for those  
positions. It is a great way to give back to the school, to be more involved in shaping your child’s school experience.   
   We have meetings at 6:30 pm on 4/2, 5/6, and 6/4 and everybody is always welcome and encouraged to attend. You do not have to 
be a member to attend.  

 

SCHOOL NEWS                             
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NURSE’S OFFICE- Mrs. Nicholson 

NOTICE FOR 6th GRADE PARENTS: 
   Public Health Law 2164 requires        
students entering the 7th grade in Sept. 
2019 to receive a dose of vaccine 
against  Meningococcal disease.    
   Please check with your Health Care  
provider to determine the best way      
to meet these requirements.               
Documentation should be sent to the 
school before the start of the 2019-’20 
school year.   
   Students who do not meet these          
requirements will not be allowed to 
enter school in fall of 2019. 

NOTICE FOR PRE-K, K, 2nd, 4th, & 6th 
GRADE PARENTS: 

Health Examinations will be         
required for Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st, 
3rd, 5th and 7th grade students for the 
2019 - 2020 school year. 

Health Screenings have been          
completed for Kindergarten, 1st & 3rd 
grades. Grades 5th and 7th will be starting 
per NYS requirements. Parents are     
notified in writing if there are any findings 
that would need medical follow-up.   
 
Vision:  

 Distance and near vision acuity for all 
new students and  grades K, 1, 3,5 & 7. 

 Color perception screening for all new    
students. 
 
Hearing:  
Screening for all new students and grades 
K, 1,3, 5 & 7. 
 
Scoliosis: 
Scoliosis (spinal curvature) screening for 
girls in Grades 5 & 7. 

   Sick or Injured Students 

If your child is sick, please call & notify the 
school of the illness.  Send an excuse/note 
when he/she returns to school. The note 
should  include any diagnosis such as 
strep throat, bronchitis, pneumonia, flu, 
etc.  If they are injured and come to school 
with a cast, splint, sling or stitches, please  
provide a note from the doctor listing Gym 
and Recess restrictions. An additional note 
from the doctor is required when they can 
once again participate in Gym and Recess. 

 
NOTICE FOR 5th GRADE PARENTS: 

   Public Health Law 2164 requires       
students  entering the 6th grade in Sept. 
2019 who are 11 years old, to receive a 
booster immunization for Tetanus,      
Diphtheria, and Pertussis vaccine.  The 2nd 
dose of  Varicella is also  required.   

Lenten Reflections 

April 5  

1:30 PM & 6:30 PM 



ART - Mrs. Campolieto 

   This past quarter has been very busy in the art room!  Pre-K has worked with a variety of materials and                 
manipulations of those materials to create animals.  Kindergarten produced art pertaining to stories and using pattern to 
complete each piece. They have also worked with shapes to create stars and snowmen. 1

st
 grade has also been       

creating animals using various mediums and will next work with the concept of shapes in artistic pieces. 2
nd

 grade has 
been discussing Art History and creating pieces that are based off of famous artists’ works. 
   Third grade has been using paint in new ways to create animal pieces. They will soon work more closely with          
watercolor paint. 4

th
 grade is hard at work creating patterns while 5

th
 grade has been exploring lines and how they can 

create interest or focus in a piece of artwork. 
   As 6

th
 graders have finished their sarcophagi, they have worked on a variety of color theory pieces. They will soon 

start a unit about perspective. 7
th
 grade has been hard at work on an extensive shading unit and 8

th
 grade is in the    

middle of their Picasso-inspired Pieta drawings. These are always so lovely to see every year. I’m very excited to see 
how they all turn out. 
   As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me!  Have a very happy Spring and enjoy 
your Easter break!  

 

 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY- Mrs. Marvin 

   Spring is always such a busy time in the computer lab. Things are in full-motion! Pre-School students continue to 
work on their mouse (hand and eye) skills navigating programs on the internet. Primary students are perfecting their 
mouse and keyboarding skills. We will be progressing on to new technology adventures. Grades 2-4 will be working on 
their research skills and 5th grade will be learning graphing and using Microsoft Excel and Google Sheets. In the 
younger grades, we focus a lot on asking good questions and how to find information. Students in grades 3-5 have 
been increasing their familiarity with the Google Applications and continue to use Chromebooks in their classrooms. 
The older students practice asking good questions, finding their answers, and documenting where they find their facts. 
We are using the “Safe Search Kids” search engine for younger students to help ensure that the children remain safe 
online during independent practice.  
   All students have been working in the I-Ready program that is now the standard for diagnostics for the Diocese of 
Rochester. This is a program that can be worked on at home to increase student achievement. If you have not received 
login information from your homeroom teacher and would like this information, please feel free to request it. All students 
are encouraged to use this program as it is designed to address their individual needs.     
   Middle School students continue to access their Google Accounts that were set up and are monitored by the DOR. 
They continue to work within Google documents, slides, charts, and classroom. Students continue to work with        
individual devices. This work includes continuous attention to digital citizenship, copyright laws and proper use of the 
devices. We continue as always to address safety and etiquette concerns with students in the computer lab and at 
home. Have students share with you what they learn about safety and help them develop good habits by enforcing 
these skills at home.  
 

 

 

   Middle School students did a fantastic job at the E
3
 Fair           

Competition at RIT on March 25, 2019. Stand out performances by 
Dominic Falbo who received 1

st
 place for his Science        

Presentation for 6
th
 grade students; Nina Tran for her 2

nd
 place 

award for all 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade Science Fair presentations; and to 

the robotics team of Melanie Khan, Sophia Enzinna, and Kendall 
Pellegrino who won 4th place in the robotics competition.           
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LIBRARY - Mrs. Enzinna 

   This quarter in library, we discussed diversity and equality and read non-fiction books about Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Ruby Bridges, and fiction books such as “Name Jar” and “The Crayon Box That Talked.” 
   Students in Kindergarten to 2

nd
 grade have learned about our authors of the month (Norman Bridwell and Laura         

Numeroff) and the books they’ve written. We’ve used Laura Numeroff’s “If you give …” series to work on our sequencing 
skills. 
   We’ve also read about themes such as polar animals, President’s Day, Valentine’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day.         
With each theme, we’ve read non-fiction and fiction books and completed activities. 
   Second-graders also were introduced to the mystery genre through a read-aloud of a “Milo and Jazz” book. Each 
week, we also used our “detective” skills to complete activities, such as crossword puzzles, riddles and seek-and-find 
sheets. 
   The 3

rd
-graders have been listening to “Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library” by Chris Grabenstein. We’re learning 

how library skills help us solve puzzles! 
   Students in 4

th
 and 5

th
 grade have completed a unit about folk tales. We’ve read several examples of them from all 

over the world, and discussed the characteristics and themes often found in folk tales. They also wrote their own folk 
tales and shared them with their classmates. 
   As part of our discussion of Women’s History Month, we’ve used biographies to learn about important women in history 
and what they did.   
   As a reminder, our spring Scholastic Book Fair will be April 29 to May 3.  
 

MUSIC - Miss Snyder 
   Preparations have begun for our Spring Concert. It will be held Monday evening May 20

th
 in the school gym.  We will 

begin at 6:30 pm.  Students are excited as they learn some favorite songs and play instruments.  Even though flurries 
have been flying today we are definite in a spring mood.  Middle School students have been doing very well on the     
keyboards.  If you have a keyboard instrument  at home you may have heard the songs they are playing.  They will be 
featured in our concert. Primary students are singing some fun silly songs.  Fourth graders will be playing recorders.   
   See you on May 20

th
!   

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATON - Mrs. Cowan 

   Our past few months in PE have been very busy. 
   We have worked on our volleyball skills ending with our 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade volleyball tournament. We have also finished 

a unit in Badminton and cannot wait to use our skills when summer comes along. The next 2 weeks grades 3 - 8 will be 
working on completing their fitness test.  The test includes a variety of health related activities. 
   Cardiovascular, flexibility, and muscle strength are some of the components that will be tested. All of the students can 
be successful in different areas with hopes of staying healthy throughout their lifetime. 
 

PRESCHOOL - Mrs. Cheramie 

   February was a very busy month for Preschool! Catholic Schools Week was a great success! In Religion the children 
are learning about church friends, the Bible story about David, and how to pray every day. We enjoyed making exciting 
Valentine crafts.  We enjoyed a wonderful Valentine’s Day party and learned about St. Valentine. We have also made a 
special project that was on display in the Wood Library for the month of February. We had an award ceremony at the 
Wood Library for our project based on The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle.  
   In ELA we read stories related to Valentine’s Day and winter. We continue to practice recognizing letters and playing 
letter games. We play Alphabet Bingo during our small group sessions. Please practice letter recognition with the       
children at home to help them learn the letters. The website www.starfall.com is a wonderful site to learn the letters and 
sounds. 
   In Science after we are done with Light, Shadows and Reflections, we will begin the unit on Simple Machines. We will 
be studying Space and make books about the moon, constellations, and the sun.  We are also creating our own books 
on the Five Senses. We are using our Senses for our Science Fair project.  Come and visit the classroom during the   
Science Fair to see our projects. We have been very busy learning many Science topics! 
   In Math we count items and use manipulatives. We love playing Number Bingo in our small group sessions. Continue 
to work at home on counting items.  This will help with retention. We have also practiced with patterns. You can continue 
this at home. 
   March was a very exciting time with the thrill of St. Patrick’s Day. St. Joseph and his role as the father of Jesus on 
Earth was also shared. We created fun activities and crafts to celebrate the holiday. We are working on activities for Lent 
as a class while we get ready for Easter. 
   The season will be a time of reflection and new life with the coming of spring. It will be a special time to grow in the 
faith and for the children to become closer to God.  May God bless us all during the upcoming spring season! 
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PRE-K - Miss Wisner 
   Each month seems to go by faster and faster as the year goes you’re your children really enjoyed the 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade       

carnival this year. The bounce house was so much fun and we all did great at the games! Daylight Saving Time and     
St. Patrick’s Day are always a fun, tiring couple of weeks. The family reception to show off our snow-kid projects at the 
Wood Library was a good time as well.  
   We will continue with the remainder of the letters of the alphabet and numbers in Spanish and English. Since the 100

th
 

day of school we can count to 100 as a class and from 1-11 in Spanish. In our LiteraSci studies we learned a lot about 
Properties of Matter, we have started talking about Light, Shadows and Reflections and with spring we will start to get 
into living things, plants and animals. The Science fair allowed us to learn about hibernation and the different homes  
animals make during the winter season. Of course, we are studying Lent and the Stations of the Cross for Religion right 
now. Your child should also be able to tell you God/Jesus loves everyone. God created all things and He loves          
everything he made.  
   Don’t forget that children are smarter than you think. Use adult (sophisticated) words while speaking with your          
Pre-Kindergartener. Learning to read can be aided by expanding your child’s vocabulary. They will also begin to enjoy 
books and become lifelong learners and readers. Continue to play letter and number games with your children. I love 
when they come in with new words that begin with the letter of the week. Their excitement and enthusiasm for learning 
becomes clearer every day. 
I’m ready for the warmer weather and I think the kids are as well. Spring is on the way and we are greeting it with open 
arms and open hearts. In the Pre-Kindergarten room we stay busy day after day. We have fun while we are learning. It is 
exciting being 4-5 years old. Each day we are a step closer to Kindergarten. The growth is obvious and so exciting.  
   Enjoy the season change and get outside to play with your children. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN - Mrs. Falbo 

   The 3
rd

 quarter of Kindergarten is underway!  We will have a  busy next few months working on perfecting our         
Kindergarten skills and continuing to explore, learn, and grow.   
   In ELA we will be working on many non-fiction texts and text features. In Writing we will begin opinion and persuasive 
writing.                                   
   In Math the class will continue to work on the hundreds chart and numbers to 100. We will also complete units on    
addition and subtraction to 10. 
   Religion will have us learning about Lent and the importance of Jesus in our lives. We will continue to pray the rosary 
weekly. In Social Studies and Science our topics include culture, economics, and space and simple machine.  
   Here’s to a fantastic quarter! 
 

GRADE 1 - Mrs. Radak 

   Welcome Spring! I love winter, but will not protest the warmer temperatures and a little bit of sunshine.  It has been 
wonderful to see the growth that the students have made over the last few months.  As we move into the next season 
our topics will include spring chickens (yes we will be hatching chickens), the growth of plants and a study of insects that 
emerge as warmer temperatures fills the air.   Social Studies we will have us learning about families and in Math we will 
learn time, measurement and shapes. This a just a taste of what is to come. I will keep them busy and hope to have 
some fun in the process.  
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Kindergarten Screenings for current Pre-K Students 
 

  

Mrs. Falbo will meet with current Pre-K students  
who are registered for Kindergarten on Friday, May 3. 



GRADE 2 - Miss Barker 

    The year is flying by and it is spring already! Hopefully the spring weather arrives soon! In Religion, the second     
graders have been learning about the seven sacraments and the church year. Some of the second graders have started 
to prepare to make their First Reconciliation and First Communion, which is very exciting for them. In ELA, we are    
working on a nonfiction unit which focuses on important leaders. We have been reading biographies and discussing non-
fiction text features. We will begin a fiction unit which focuses on different fiction authors next. In Math, we have been 
learning about place value while using three digit numbers. We will soon begin adding and subtracting three digit      
numbers. In Writing, we are finishing up our informational writing unit and begin our persuasive writing unit. In Science, 
we are learning about matter. We will begin to learn about earth’s systems next which includes the water cycle and    
erosion. In Social Studies, we are learning about geography. We will soon begin our then and now unit. The year is    
going quickly, but we are continuing to grow each day in second grade. I look forward to seeing what the rest of the year 
has in store for us.  
 

GRADE 3 - Miss Vistocco 

     Third grade has just wrapped up their multiplication unit and is beginning to learn about the wonderful world of         
fractions. The children have embraced the new challenge and are making real world connections to this new information 
in an engaging and encouraging environment. For the science fair, third grade not only completed projects regarding 
weather and the safety of pets, but also wrote unique opinion pieces encouraging others to think of the animals who   
cannot speak for themselves in times of need! Third grade has also been focusing on daily acts of kindness to re-center 
ourselves during this Lenten season. I am continually proud of each and every student and the growth they have shown 
so far this year academically and in their character.  
 

GRADE 4 - Mrs. Baxter                                      

   Hello 4
th
 Grade Families,  

Welcome to New York State testing season! We have begun preparing for both the ELA and Math tests, as well as the 
students’ first NYS Science test. I believe that we are doing a fantastic job and working hard to do our best. However, 
please keep in mind that your child is more than a test score, here at St. Mary’s!  
   We have completed our division unit in Math and are beginning to work on fractions. It is a tougher unit, but the       
children are excelling already. I cannot stress enough the importance of knowing their basic multiplication facts, so 
please keep on practicing those at home.  
   In ELA, we are wrapping up on unit on fiction and the children are working on peer editing skills and the importance of 
giving and receiving specific feedback. We will be looking at opinion writing in the coming weeks.  
   In Religion, we have been studying the commandments and doing God’s will. Ask your child(ren) how the 4, 5,and 6

th
                

Commandments help us to have respectful relationships with others. Our next unit is The Church and how through the 
Seven Sacraments, the Church becomes a place where we encounter and experience Jesus Christ.  
   In Social Studies we are continuing with the New Nation unit and moving into our government chapter on Democracy. 
For Science, we are wrapping up our projects for the Science Fair. We cannot wait to share them with you! As always, if 
you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your continued support! 
God Bless, Mrs. Baxter :) 
 

GRADE 5 - Mrs. Maslyn 

   Spring is here!  SO thankful for the sunshine and warmer weather!  The kids will continue to be busy in 5
th
 grade!   

In Math, the students will continue to work on Fraction Operations as well as start Measurement and then Geometry. 
They are working hard and have realized that it’s very important to know their basic math facts!       
   In Social Studies the students will be finishing up learning about how the US became a Nation and then moving into 
Westward Movement. They will soon be starting their Flat Stanley projects where each student will send a blank 
“Stanley” doll to a friend/relative in another state for them to decorate, travel with and return.  The students will complete 
research on this state and will have a States Fair in May.     
   In ELA the students are working on many projects.  They are reading the novel There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom by 
Louis Sacher.  All of their spelling and vocabulary words come from this novel as well as some fun activities!  In Writing, 
they will work on research paper skills for their SS states project.   
   In Science the students will continue working out of their new workbooks and will cover the topics of, Patterns in Space 
and Energy in Food in our Environment. We will get to complete some fun hands-on activities too!   
   WOW, the end of the year will be here before we know it!  God Bless, ~Mrs. Maslyn~ 
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Science, Gr. 6 Math & Gr. 6 Homeroom - Miss Gales 

   Welcome to our third quarter! Congratulations to all my wonderful students who worked endlessly on their Science Fair projects.      
I am so extremely proud of each and every one of them! 
   On Tuesday March 19th we welcomed nine judges to help us with our science fair. I would like to give a big thank you to our judges: 
Chris Keck, Andrew Robak, Tim Davis, Amy Morrisey, Mike Keck, Father Michael, Bob Cownie, Mary Schmidt and               
Jim Tauzel. Each judge commented on how creative and outside the box each of the topics were. They also were extremely 
impressed with the interest level and reasoning behind why they picked their topics. I really wanted this science fair to have meaning 
at the heart of every project. I wanted this journey to be more than just a project but full of lessons they can take with them as they get 
older. We practiced public speaking and learning the importance of a strong handshake with eye contact. We learned how to         
appropriately advertise our projects and the importance of taking the time to use a ruler and colored paper to present our projects in a 
professional way. Above all we learned how to make personal connections as well as worldly connections when addressing topics that 
can positively impact the environment around us.  
   I would also like to thank all of our Middle School parents for all of your loving support and encouragement to help make sure these 
projects fit all of the guidelines noted. I appreciate all of your patience while working towards our big science fair reveal!  

Introducing our 2019 Science Fair Winners 
6th Grade:  

William Neubecker: The toxicity levels in our Fingerlakes 
Ronan Turkovich: How plant food effects Tomato Plants  
Isabel Feistel: Building a heart pump to address problems that can occur in the heart  

7th Grade:  
Leah Batterson: Exit Velocity In Baseball  
Natalie Westerman and Katherine Steinmetz: How cats salivia and bacteria effect bean plants 
Edward Goatseay: Whether cats are right paw or left paw dominant  

8th Grade: 
Daniel Neubecker: How vitamins effect plant growth  
Cameron Keck: Which colored pepper will hold the most vitamin C content  
Melanie Khan: Will students produce better quality paragraphs when typing or writing?  
Jennifer Menikotz: Do fidget Spinners really work or are they just a distraction?  
 

Overall Best of Show Winners: 
Dominic Falbo: What will make the fastest streamline in competitive swimming?  
Jake Weipert: Which filter will prevent the most pollution from passing through the hydroelectric dam?  
 

Congratulations  Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns you may have  ~ Miss Gales 
 
6TH Grade Math - Welcome to the 3rd quarter of 6th grade Math!  I have truly enjoyed working with the 6th grade and watching them 
strive to master the math topics we study in class. My students are not afraid to ask for help and always utilize advisory time to make 
sure they are completing math problems accurately! I could not be happier.  
   We spent the last month learning about algebraic expressions. We took our time learning the difference between coefficients,     
constant numerical values and variables. After mastering this concept students were very successful at understanding like terms and 
whether it was appropriate to combine terms or not. Students are now able to create their own expressions, understand the           
distributive property and feel comfortable explaining whether or not expressions are equivalent to one another.  
   We have started Topic 4 where students have been solving equations and have to decide whether or not different numbers will 
make the equations equivalent. 
   As we approach the NYS Math Test at the end of April we will be reviewing content from the start of the year! Students will work on 
practice problems during homeroom. Students have been working extremely hard to truly understand each topic. 
 Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns you may have  ~ Miss Gales 
 

ELA & Gr. 7 Homeroom - Mrs. Palleschi 

   This month, National Junior Honor Society members did presentations to all grade levels to explain the traditions of our annual  
St. Joseph’s Table celebration.  They also set up a table in our school ’s front hallway, and served special treats to all students 
during lunch in honor of this feast day.  These NJHS students - Jack Jensen, Jared Johnson, Cameron Keck, Melanie Khan, Jennifer 
Menikotz, Daniel Neubecker, Nina Tran, and Jake Wiepert - are true leaders of our school community, and I thank them for their 
efforts with this! 
   You should also know that April is National Poetry Month…always a fun time in middle school ELA!  In honor of this, students will be 
reading and writing a lot of poetry over the next month.  7th and 8th graders are already quite skilled at identifying figurative language in 
poetry, and 6th graders are well on their way to joining them.  Similes, Metaphors, Personification, Onomatopoeia, Alliteration, Idioms, 
Hyperboles…always fun, whether you’re interpreting them or writing your own!  Students will write their own poetry and be entered 
into some poetry contests as well…hopefully next time I’ll be announcing some winners  
   In other ELA news…6th graders will be presenting their “Book in a Box” reports that cover all the choice novels they have been  
reading this quarter.  They will also read Fever 1793, by Laurie Halse Anderson, and write a character essay to accompany the book.  
7th graders are currently reading A Long Walk to Water, by Linda Sue Park, and having excellent discussions about the people and 
themes of this amazing story.  They are also reading a biography/autobiography of their choice and will be presenting oral reports for 
these books soon. 8th graders enjoyed reading The Crossover, by Kwame Alexander, and are now reading an additional novel (of their 
choice) written in verse.  They will then write compare/contrast essays to analyze themes and characters of both books.  
   Praying for sunshine and warmth to come soon!!  Blessings, Mrs. Palleschi 
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  Social Studies & Gr. 8 Homeroom - Mr. Williams 

   Eighth graders continue to focus on basic principles of Christian morality, faith, and personal growth. Your child will come to     
understand how morality based on faith is different from morality based on human reason or natural law. He or she will concentrate on 
ways that faith in Jesus calls us to love ourselves, our neighbors and God. In discussing the difference between freedom and liberty, 
your child will come to know that increased freedom always means increased responsibility. By doing so, he or she will predict how 
this principle affects our everyday lives as faithful Christians. In Social Studies, the class explore the era of World War II and the    
United States assumption of new worldwide responsibilities. 
   This month, seventh graders will begin a unit titled “What Does It Mean To Be Catholic Today? - The Church, the Community and 
Us!”. This unit should continue throughout the month. We will be covering many topics: baptism, Church History, Nicene Creed,     
Sacraments of Service, natural law, magisterium, Trinity and Community, discipleship and many more! In Social Studies, the class will 
focus on the Age of Homespun, exploring America’s culture between 1820 and 1860 and the emerging reform movements of this   
period. Ask your child about his or her participation in various small projects: an Age of Homespun panel discussion, a “Becoming a 
Famous Person” oral presentation, and an Erie Canal advertisement.  
   Sixth graders continue to study the Middle Ages in Europe. We examine how cities came into being and learn about the Crusades 
and how nations began to develop where there had once been only small independent kingdoms and   estates. As part of our unit  of 
study, we will be hosting a “Medieval Banquet” on Friday, April 26th. The students will perform a play, King Arthur and the 
Witch.  Thank you to Mrs. Karen Neubecker for making medieval costumes for the entire class.  
 

7
th

 & 8
th

 Grade Math - Miss Pohorence 
   Our annual Pi Day was a great success! Our pie contest winners were Courtland May, Lillie Wade, Veronica Fox, Jake Wiepert, 
Bright Robak, Chris O'Neill, Olivia Jones, Katherine Steinmetz, Maya Fantauzzi, and Sophia Enzinna. Winners of the digits of pi con-
test were Maya Fantauzzi, Bright Robak, Courtland May, Ronan Turkovich, Alex Gellatly, Eddie Goatseay, Sophia Enzinna, Melanie 
Khan, Nina Tran, Jake Weipert, Olivia Frarey.  
   Algebra students are in a really good place. We will finish the last 3 units and begin preparing for the Algebra Regents. Math 8    
students will finish the year with units on area and volume of geometric figures and the Pythagorean Theorem. Math 7 students will 
finish the year with units on percents, probability, and statistics. All classes are doing really well with moving through the content and 
we anticipate time to apply some of the math skills to end of the year STEM projects.  

 
 

SPANISH  - Señor Pursel  
   Seventh graders will be working on the plural forms of “gustar” – a verb used to express “likes” or preferences.  We spent part of 
our Unit Two studies learning about school routines and daily schedules.  We are continuing to learn how to tell time in Spanish.    
Additional Unit Two objectives include: to be able to discuss daily plans to sequence events; and to talk about people/places they 
know.  Seventh Grade students need to demonstrate the ability to speak in complete Spanish sentences.  We will, therefore, continue 
to practice with classroom dialogs.   
   Eighth graders have been studying stem-changing verbs.  We have been engaged in conversational practice for making purchases 
in a market place and giving directions.  In addition, we are practicing ordering food and talking about personal preferences with food.   
   In May, the Eight Graders will begin their final placement assessment with the speaking component. I will be going over my         
expectations for this section in class and I will continue to review and teach new vocabulary that will aid in the conversational nature of 
this task. A good study skill strategy is to review vocabulary a little at a time between now and the end of the year.   Eighth graders are 
always encouraged to come in for additional speaking practice during the months of March and April.  This will increase their confi-
dence and fluency when speaking in Spanish.  In addition to conversational tasks, we will also focus on parallel writing tasks that will 
prepare them for the other parts of the final assessment in June. 
   Please note that the final assessments (final exams) for Grades 7 and 8 are comprehensive. The tests will include concepts and   
important vocabulary from the entire year for Grade 7.  Grade 8’s test will include this year’s and last year’s curriculum. Both final   
assessments will include writing, listening and reading in Spanish.  Eight graders may wish to begin reviewing for the May speaking 
portion of the final exam; note- the 7th grade exam does not include a separate speaking section.   
   I hope this “look ahead” is helpful.  Communicating in Spanish demonstrates that students can apply the vocabulary and concepts 
they have learned throughout the year.  
   As always, please contact me, if you have any concerns or questions.  

 

MS HOUSE - Miss Pohorence 
   Our Lenten project of the Kalama Arcade has been a really nice experience for everyone. Middle schoolers have had a blast   
showing off their games and playing them with students in K-5. They have raised a lot of money so far for Kalama, Kenya. Our arcade 
will continue until April 11th. It is held each Thursday during the lunch periods. Students bring loose change to play. A penny is 1 play, 
a nickel is 2 plays, a dime is 3 plays, and a quarter is 5 plays.  
   During the week of April 8th, we will see our friends at Brighter Day one last time. Unfortunately, Brighter Day will be closing.       
Although this makes us very sad, it this leaves us with an opportunity to find other service opportunities. We will be exploring other 
options in the coming weeks for the future.  
   After Lent, we will focus on the Catholic Social teachings through service and growing close to our faith through prayer.  
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
REMEMBER ... you  may  “dress casually” on your birthday or another day of    

choice when your birthday falls on a no school day!  

        MAY 
 

  1- Alexandra Gellatly 

      Charles Pisapia 

            10- Miss Pohorence  

            13- Edward Goatseay 

                  Mary Jo LaTerra  

            14- Bianca Iacovangelo 

                   Mr. Williams 

            15- Melanie Khan 

            17- Ryan Wiepert              

            18- Nora Foster   

                   Mrs. Maslyn 

            20- Fr. Michael 

                  Rylan Vanderpool  

            21- Gianna Enzinna 

            22- Braedon Mosher        

            26- Aaron Militello 

            29- Mrs. Eaton 

            31- Joseph McCrobie       

       JUNE 
                    

 6- David Jankowski 

 7- Mrs. Koch 

             8- Jack Jensen 

      Daniel Neubecker 

           14- Seraphina Cox 

           16- Mrs. Horrocks 

           27- Lillie Wade 

           28- William McCarthy 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER EVENTS: 

November 7 - Early Dismissal at 11:30 AM 

November 10 - NO SCHOOL/Faculty Retreat 

November 11 - NO SCHOOL/Veterans Day 

November 21 - Early Dismissal at 11:30 AM 

November 26 - 28 - NO SCHOOL/Thanksgiving Recess 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS: 

April 5 - Lenten Reflections 

April 11 - Sr. Mary Smith Spelling Bee 

April 12 - NO SCHOOL (Conference Day) 

April 15 - 19 - NO SCHOOL (Easter Break) 

April 26 - Spirit Wear Day 

May 2 - Family Bingo Night 

May 7 - Teacher Appreciation Day 

May 17 - Mass & May Crowning 

May 20 - Spring Concert 

May 27 - Memorial Day Parade 

May 30 - Mass & NJHS Induction 

May 31 - Spirit Wear Day 

        APRIL            

   3- Molly Williams 

 4- Madison Schock 

 6- Benjamin O’Neill 

     Matthew O’Neill 

     Isla Turkovich 

 7- Grayson Morehouse 

 9- Piper Williams 

           10- Emily Miller 

     Addison Swarthout 

           11- Mrs. Guittar 

           12- Noah Tracy  

           14- Merrick Khan 

           16- Jamie King   

           30- Gianna Pellicano 
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