
                                                                                                                                                                                                               May 31, 2019 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 
 
   The temperature is warm, the children are enjoying frequent recess breaks …it must be the “end of the school year”!! The years always slip by so fast. As I reflect 
on these past 9 months, I see growth in all areas.  
   The children are literally growing out of their clothes…this is always a striking moment for me. While I know children grow each day, to be able to watch it happen, 
is an amazing privilege.  

   The children have grown intellectually stronger as well. The Kindergarteners are reading, the first graders are mastering addition and subtraction facts, second 
grade has developed the art of cursive writing, third graders are multiplying, fourth graders know everything about New York State, and fifth graders have         
sharpened all their skills as they prepare for Middle School. In sixth, seventh and eighth grades the rewards are numerous for the students. They develop a writing 
style of their own, keeping favorite work in a portfolio. The math program is accelerated with some students taking Algebra I. The students have the opportunity to 
earn a high school credit for Spanish and the Science program involves hands on experiments and competitions with students throughout the region.  Middle School 
students have several opportunities to see our government in action and learn how we relate to the rest of the world. This year the MS students used individual 
electronic devices to enhance the classroom instruction. It is very exciting to be part of this MS learning process!  

   Spiritually the children develop a sense of their own worth. Through daily prayer, Masses, understanding personal responsibility, relationships, and developing a 
sense of service for others, the children are prepared for many challenges they will encounter in life.  Our Middle School HOUSE initiative has ensured opportunities 
for service, reflective activities and retreats to help the students better understand themselves and relationships with Jesus and peers. Leadership skills are        
developed and sharpened as the 6th graders work with 7th and 8th graders on themed projects. Learning how to plan and implement ideas, work collegially and for 
the improvement of our world has been a focus for the three years as each 8th grade takes on the leadership of a particular HOUSE.  

   So, here we are in June! All the school activities, experiences, opportunities and challenges that have contributed to each whole child’s development are recorded 
forever. The teachers and I appreciate the trust you have placed in us to be able to witness and participate in the significant changes in these very talented        
students.  

   Graduation this year is June 19 @ 7:00PM. As we distribute diplomas, scholarships and awards we are reminded of the years of preparation to achieve this honor. 
Our history has shown that St. Mary’s School graduates are well prepared for leadership roles in society and the church.    Returning high school students provide us 
with feedback of the appreciation they have for their opportunities at St. Mary’s. 

   Please extend warm congratulations and prayers for our Graduating class of 2019! 

       Graduate:         High School:  

                                         Olivia Frarey    Canandaigua Academy 
David Jankowski    Midlakes High School 
Jack Jensen    McQuaid Jesuit High School 

   Jared Johnson    Canandaigua Academy 
                                        Cameron Keck    McQuaid Jesuit High School 

Melanie Khan    Canandaigua Academy 
   Michael Macri    Canandaigua Academy 
   Jennifer Menikotz    Our Lady of Mercy 
   Daniel Neubecker    McQuaid Jesuit High School 
   Nina Tran     Canandaigua Academy 
   Gerald Wiepert III    Aquinas Institute 
     “We are proud of you!!!” 

 

SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS, APPRECIATION AND LOVE: 

I want to extend a sincere THANK YOU to all parents, grandparents and the beautiful students whom I have enjoyed 

working with these past years.  I can still recall how very humble I felt when Fr. Mull was so generous in his invitation 

to me to serve this school/parish. I recognized that the responsibility of a Catholic School principal was a calling and 

not a job, a ministry not work. God blessed me with the very best of mentors and compassionate leaders to follow.    

I treasured each day never taking for granted my place at St. Mary’s, but  hoping I could leave it “as good or better” than when I 

came. What I realize however, is that I am a better person than when I came because of knowing all of you. I have been enriched 

by your children, your support, your passion for seeking the best for your children, your spirit of service and most of all, your love 

of God. St. Mary’s School will always be in my heart and prayers, and until we meet again, “May God hold you in the psalm of His 

hand”! Please keep me in your prayers.        Ann Marie 
  

             May your summer be full of fun activities and many special family gatherings!! 

Summer blessings,  
Ann Marie Deutsch 
Principal  
  

Known Staffing Changes: 
   Miss Vistocco has accepted a position in a newly formed charter school in the City of Rochester. We appreciate Miss Vistocco for this early decision and are    
grateful for her work with the third grade this year. We wish Miss Vistocco much success in this new venture. I will seek applications for the third-grade position 
beginning June 1. During transition this position will be filled.  You will be notified as soon as possible. 
 

Principal Transition Process:  
• Resumes accepted until May 31 
• June 1-30  Interviews and Announcement 
• July 1-31 Transition month 
• July 31 Last Day at St. Mary’s School 
• August 1 Newly Appointed Principal Begins 
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Calendar Notes 
☺ June 2 - Red Wings Game 1 PM 

☺ June 4 - PTO Meeting 6:30 PM 

☺ June 5 - Faculty Meeting 3:30 PM 

☺ June 7 - Mass 11 AM & Volunteer Appreciation 

☺ June 8 - Pancake Breakfast 7:30-10:30 AM at Charlie’s 

☺ June 10 - SAC Meeting 6:30 PM 

☺ June 12 - Grade 8 Mass & Dinner 6 PM 

☺ June 14 - St. Mary’s-a-thon 

☺ June 17 - Gr. 8 Class Trip 

☺ June 19 - Spirit Wear Day 

☺ June 19 - Grade 8 Graduation 7 PM 

☺ June 20 - Seabreeze Family Day 

☺ June 21 - Last Day of School: Early Dismissal              
        at 11:30 AM 

ST. GENESIUS PLAYERS - Miss Commisso, Director   

   The Saint Genesius Players ended their season a little earlier than usual this year, but certainly ended on a wonderful 
note with their production of Lenten Reflections. The students never cease to amaze with their ability to portray such  
serious adult characters so convincingly.  I hope that you were able to attend one of the performances.   
   Ending our year so early allowed the opportunity for several workshops designed to sharpen the students’ acting 
skills. Students who chose to participate learned more about developing a character and also moving with purpose on 
stage.  We would like to do more of these activities next year to better prepare students for performing.   
   The end of the year always involves good byes.  This year the Genesians  will say good bye to Melanie Khan, David 
Jankowski, and Jake Wiepert, our three eighth graders who have been with us since they were first able to join.  In 
addition to becoming accomplished actors they have all been great mentors and examples to our younger students, and 
invaluable assistants to me.  You will all be greatly missed, and we wish all the best as you enter high school.  Another 
good bye that deeply saddens me is to Mrs. Deutsch.  If not for her and Father Mull saying yes to Aunt Ginny starting 
a theater group at St. Mary’s, the Genesians would not be here.  Thank you, Mrs. Deutsch, for your foresight in allowing 
students this wonderful opportunity, and for all your support of the program.  We will miss you greatly and wish you well 
on the next step of your journey. 
 

ACTIVITY CENTER- Miss Commisso, Billing    

   The Activity Center ends another year of service to a number of our families, and we appreciate you allowing us to 
care for your children. A big thank you to all the staff – Mrs. Koch, Mrs. Guittar, Ms. Gallagher, Mrs. Chaides,       
Miss Finewood and Mrs. Pietropaolo.  Registration for the next school year has already begun.   Forms were included 
in the school registration packet.  By registering now we can better plan staffing for the upcoming year.  The registration 
fee remains at $50 for the year and should be paid by check.  Billing continues to be done through FACTS, and prompt 
payment is appreciated.   
 

PTO - Mr. Westerman, Co-Chair President  

   The school year may be winding down, but we still have plenty in store for everybody. We have a pancake breakfast 
fundraiser at Charlie Riedel’s on June 8

th
 from 7:30 to 10:30am. The kids will have lots of fun at the St. Mary’s-a-thon on 

June 14
th
. This summer we will be hosting the popular SMS golf tournament on August 17

th
.  

   The PTO board had our elections and you will be pleased to know all the board positions are filled; however, we are 
always looking for volunteers.  
   It has been an absolute pleasure serving the parents and students of St. Mary’s school this school year. On behalf of 
the entire board we would like to thank all the parents that donated or volunteered this year. Your efforts helped make 
St Mary’s a better place for the children.  
   Our final meeting of the year is Tuesday June 4

th
 at 6:30pm everybody is always welcome and encouraged to attend. 

You do not have to be a member to attend.  

SCHOOL NEWS                           

View on line calendar at 

https://stmaryscanandaigua.org/school-calendar 

https://stmaryscanandaigua.org/school-calendar


   IMPORTANT INFORMATION … YOUR ATTENTION NEEDED 
 

SEABREEZE FAMILY DAY -  JUNE 20 

Teachers WILL NOT have any students’ medications with them at Seabreeze.  Please bring any 
medications from home with you if you think your child will need medication. 
 

SCHOOL MEDICATION PICK UP - JUNE 21  

Please pick up your child’s medication by 11:30 AM on June 21
st
.  The Nurse’s Office & Main     

Office will close at 11:30 AM on June 21.  Children are not  permitted to carry medication 
home.   The Nurse’s office & the Main Office are open 8 AM -  3:30 PM prior to that day.   
MEDS MUST BE SIGNED OUT.   MEDICATION WILL BE DISPOSED OF IF NOT PICKED UP. 
 

EMERGENCY MEDICATIONS 

If your child had an Emergency Health Care Plan, eg. EPIPEN on file this year, the new Emergency 
Health Care Plan and medications needs to be in the Nurse’s Office prior to the first day of 
school.  This may be delivered to the Main Office to sign in if the nurse is not available.  Please call 
the Main Office at 585-394-4300 to check the summer hours of operation. 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS ENTERING PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN 

According to NYS Public Health Law, a physical is required before entering school.  A report of the 
physical and immunizations must be provided to the school. Immunizations must be provided    
before school starts in the fall. 
 

STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 1, 3, 5 & 7 

According to NYS Public Health Law, a physical is required.  Physicals must have been done within 
12 months prior to the start of the school year.  An updated copy of immunizations should be        
included.  Dental Certificates are also requested.  Physicals should be given to the school within 30 
days of the start date of school. 
 

STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 6 
Students entering 6th grade in the 2019-2020 school year are required to have: 

• 2
nd

 dose of VARICELLA 

• Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis), for 11 year olds and older 
 
 
 

STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 7 
Students entering 7th grade in the 2019-2020 school year are required to have: 

• Meningococcal vaccine 
 

Please check with your health care provider to meet these requirements. Documentation 
should be sent to the school before the start of the 2019-2020 school year. Students who do 
not meet these requirements will not be allowed to enter school in fall 2019. 

 

NURSE’S OFFICE - Mrs. Nicholson, R.N.                                     
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ART - Mrs. Campolieto 

   It has been such a busy year in the art room!  I hope everyone has enjoyed all the art work that has come home so 
far.  Pre-K4 has been steadily growing more competent with different art materials. They have recently completed a 
Styrofoam printing project and created birch trees using yarn and paint.  Kindergarten is working on creating a variety 
of landscapes while is dabbling in Art History.  They looked at Rene Magritte’s “The Return” and also Edvard Munch’s 
“The Scream.”  We put a twist on both masterpieces.  2

nd
 grade is working on a printmaking unit. They created LOVE 

prints and are currently creating a collograph based on the book “The Tiny Seed” by Eric Carle. 
   Third grade is also working on a landscape unit.  They created northern lights for using chalk and paint for one project 
and are currently incorporating 1-point perspective to create a Parisian street.  4

th
 grade is looking at various artists to 

end their year.  They have started a look at van Gogh’s “A Starry Night” and will hopefully look at Keith Haring’s vibrant 
contour line people.  5

th
 grade has been practicing shading and working with metal tooling to create dynamic and static 

shapes. 
   6

th
 grade created tessellations and self-portraits that they are combining to create an interesting piece.  7

th
 grade has 

been working on creating a pattern with elements of shading while 8
th
 grade is finishing out the year working with     

surrealist art. 
 

 

TECHNOLOGY- Mrs. Marvin 

   It has been an exciting year in the computer lab…and we are not done yet! Students continue to grow in their       
various skills. The students are doing a fantastic learning and practicing their various skills. From improving typing skills 
to creating historical animations, students have kept the activities in the computer lab exciting. Middle school students 
have worked on water filtration activities as part of our Kalama Lenten House activities. Elementary students have done 
a variety of activities in the lab to extend their classroom learning in the areas of the Revolutionary war, the Industrial 
Revolution, and  magnetism. The students have used these opportunities to expand their understanding of the         
concepts, as well as increase their technology skills. In the coming weeks, students will be completing a variety of     
projects.  
   During April and May, students in grades 3-8 took their state exams using computer-based testing. I am glad to say 
that the process went smoothly and students did a wonderful job completing their exams. Exams themselves can be 
quite stressful and adding a new component to the process can add more anxiety. But our students and staff did an 
amazing job! I am so proud of them. 
   As many have heard, STEM has become a school-wide initiative. STEM is the integration of multiple subject areas 
with a focus on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. All STEM activities include the integration of ELA skill 
and religion, as we recognize the need for using STEM as a source for good within our various communities. Over the 
next several months, keep an eye out for additional information that will be shared with students and families. It is an 
exciting time for technology and I am so blessed to be able to continually improve the program and share new          
experiences with the students.  
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Meaghan Wiepert working 
on her animation project. One of the water  

filters created by a 
Middle School student. 

E3 Winners! 
 

Kendall Pellegrino, 
Melanie Khan, Sophia Enzinna, 

Nina Tran & Dominic Falbo 



 

 

LIBRARY - Mrs. Enzinna 

   This year has flown by! It’s hard to believe we only have a few weeks left of the school year.  We’ve done so much in 
the library!  
   In April, we learned about our Author of the Month – Eric Carle, and this month, we’re learning about Margaret Wise 
Brown. It’s always interesting to hear the children talk about the ways they’re already familiar with the particular authors 
and also to introduce them to facts and stories they don’t know. (And if you’re in the building, be sure to check out the 
Author of the Month bulletin board so you can learn something new, too!) 
   In second-grade, we’re finishing up our Historical Fiction book, “My America: Westward to Home.” We’re learning 
about what life was like along the Oregon Trail and just how long it took families to travel that distance. 
   In third-grade, we’re finishing up “Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library.” We’re answering some of the puzzles       
together, and we can’t wait to see who wins and finally escapes from the library! 
   In fourth-grade, we’re using non-fiction resources to complete a countries research project. And, our fifth-graders used 
similar resources for their Flat Stanley projects. Each student also is reading us a few pages of their favorite books from 
this school year. 
   A couple of important notes: 
This was the last week of regular library classes and the last week for students to check out books. All books must be 
returned next week (June 3-7).  The week of June 3 also will be our annual book swap! If you have books your child no 
longer reads, send them in to be swapped for a new-to-them book. It’s a great way to get something new to read over 
summer vacation (and clean out your bookshelves!)  
   The library will be closed to students and staff beginning June 10 so that we can inventory our library’s collection and 
(hopefully) finish the process of computerizing our library catalog. 
   And lastly, thank you to everyone who supported our spring Scholastic Book Fair. Proceeds help buy books and     
resources for the school library.  
Our Scholastic Book Fair Coloring Contest winners were: 
Kathryn Parker, preschool; Cora Baker, Pre-K; Rosalynn Cox, kindergarten; Nora Foster, 1st grade; Peter May, 2

nd
 

grade; Violet Fox, 3
rd

 grade; Maeve Jankowski, 4
th
 grade; and Scarlett Morehouse, 5

th
 grade. Each received a $5 gift 

certificate to the book fair. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSIC - Miss Snyder 
   Thank you for coming to our Spring Concert.  It was a new experience having in the gym.  I look forward to returning to 
the church for our Christmas concert. 
   Students in all grades will be doing some music listening in the next few weeks. Primary grades students will be     
comparing different pieces by the same composer.  Elementary students will be comparing styles of music and Middle 
School students will be listening to music from all over the world.  Eighth graders will be preparing music for their      
Graduation Mass.  We will continue to sing and play instruments as well.  Have a wonderful Spring and Summer. 
 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATON - Mrs. Cowan 

   It is hard to believe that school is coming to an end in just a few weeks.  We will be spending the next few PE classes 
working outside (if the weather cooperates) in the grass playing whiffle ball and we will also do a short unit in table     
tennis. If we have time we will try and complete some track & field events.  
  We are also looking forward to our day at Seabreeze on June 20th!!! Seabreeze forms were sent home with students 
on May 16

th
. 

   Thank you so much for sharing your beautiful children with me here at St. Mary’s!  Have a wonderful summer!!! 
 

 

CLASSROOM NEWS                                                                                      JUNE 2019 

Page 5 

 



PRESCHOOL - Mrs. Cheramie 

   Spring has been very busy for Preschool!  We enjoyed learning about Easter and Lent.  We are discussing our families and       
traditions in Religion class. We are learning the meaning of prayer and how important it is for every day of our life.  God has done 
wonderful things for us.  We pray to Him in good times and hard times. 
   In ELA the students will experience stories related to spring and learn about trees and nature. We continue to practice recognizing 
letters and play letter games.  Keep up the practice and include computer programs on a daily basis that focus on letter recognition.  
You can also use www.starfall.com and www.abcya.com to practice letters with your child.  
   In Science we are done with “Simple Machines”.  We are working on our next unit “How Things Move”. We had a “Safety Unit” that 
taught us how to stay safe while outside in parks or in our yards.  We reviewed safe people to talk to, our address, and telephone 
number in case we are lost. We have been learning about habitats and developed caterpillars into butterflies.  This was a huge hit in 
the classroom!  The children have enjoyed watching all of the stages. We are now studying a unit on “Weather”. Next we will be    
studying a unit on “Plants”.  
   In Math we are counting items and using manipulatives. We are counting each day to improve our comprehension skills. We are 
working on Number Bingo in our small group sessions.  This is the time to continue repetition of new skills to improve retention. We 
are learning how to count in Spanish up to 20! 
   May has been a very exciting time with the thrill of spring! This is the month of Mary and a time to focus on how wonderful a person 
she was!  This will be a perfect time to discuss plants and flowers around us.  Hopefully the children will get time to explore the grass, 
trees, and new plants blooming around them! We will enjoy nature walks and use our senses to see what signs of spring we can find! 
The world awakens with new life! We had a wonderful “My Favorite Women” party and look forward to “My Favorite Guy” party in 
June.  Our butterflies have hatched and we are enjoying our daily observation times!  We are waiting for warmer weather to release 
them outside.  June is fast approaching and the end of the year is bitter sweet because I will miss all of my students.  I want to thank 
all of my great families for a wonderful year filled with many memories! I hope everyone has a beautiful summer vacation and returns 
ready for an exciting September! Enjoy the summer with family and friends!  God Bless You!  

 

PRE-K - Miss Wisner 
   And then it was June! The year is coming to a close with a lot exciting things going on here in Pre-Kindergarten. Our end of year 
celebration will be great and we are very excited about the walk-a-thon. Who could ask for anything better than a full day at the park? 
Our last field trip of the year is coming up quick! Kids should wear their tie dye shirts and we are going to have a lot of fun learning all 
about the zoo animals. Finally we have our end of the year picnic. We will be meeting up and saying our final summer good byes. 
There will be treats, the playground and more. Needless to say June will fly by and before you know it your child will be a               
Kindergartener! 
   Pre-Kindergarten has been busy all year learning all about the letters of the alphabet. For June we will review and learn more     
reading skills. We are learning sight words as well as CVC words we can stretch the sounds out. The kids are doing great with this 
and are always very proud when they can read something outside of context. I am so proud of all of the hard work these kiddos have 
put into learning. 
   Math has become a little more interesting and thought provoking lately. We are starting to read equations and solve them. We will 
be trying word problems and working those out together as well. Of course we will continue to count regularly. 
   We are going to learn little about plants and animals in LitraSci’s Living/Non-Living Things units. This is where our zoo trip comes in. 
Have your child look around while they are riding in the car. What do they see? Can they tell you if it is alive or not? How do they know 
if something is living or non-living? We are becoming very smart scientists here in the Pre-K room. 
   I hope once this weather heats up we are able to go outside more and more. When you are outside with your kids notice the flowers 
and insects all around. See if you can find any wild animals around your house or a park. Enjoy the season of new life.  
   Thank you to all the parents for allowing me to teach your children this year. I hope to one day hear they have become great lifelong 
learners. 
 

 

KINDERGARTEN - Mrs. Falbo 

   Hello June! This year has gone by so fast! The month of May was full of many learning opportunities. In ELA we completed units on 
life cycles. We read books about frogs, chickens, bees, butterflies and plants. We finished learning all about long vowels and l-blend 
words. In Math we finished  topic on shapes and measurement. In Science we worked hard on a STEM unit on hatching chickens. It 
was a wonderful opportunity to share and learn from. It was a very busy month. 
   June is a month of review and learning. In ELA we will continue reviewing vowels, word families, and sight words. We will also have 
some fun unit topics with a summer feel. We will enjoy the month having many fun opportunities which include having each child read 
aloud to the class to show how far they have come. In Math we will have explore coins, review addition and subtraction, and work on 
word problems. We will also have a busy month of social activities: a field trip to Cumming’s Nature Center, the SMS Walk-A-Thon/
field day, and portfolio day, just to name a few. 
   June is such an exciting time and I am blessed to have spent this year with your children. I hope that everyone has a wonderful 
summer full of great experiences! See you in September! 
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GRADE 1 - Mrs. Radak 

   As our school year is winding down we pray for sunshine and warm weather! We will still be working hard through the end of the 
year as we learn about Plant life cycles, Families, Geometry, Money and Time. We will have fun with an independent book report and 
continue reading and more reading. We will also begin to review previously learned  concepts as we work towards second grade. We 
will have the opportunity for field trip and more outside time as we approach the summer season.  
   Take time to enjoy all the blessings of the season. 

 

GRADE 2 - Miss Barker 

    I can’t believe this year is already coming to an end. It has been a great year in second grade! In Religion, the second graders took 
place in the May Crowning celebration. They did a wonderful job. Some of the second graders will be receiving their First Communion 
in the coming weeks and we are very excited for them! We have been learning about the parts of mass in Religion. We will end the 
year discussing the Kingdom of God. In ELA, we are completing our last literacy unit. It is a nonfiction unit on different research topics. 
We will end the year by reviewing our second grade ELA standards. In Math, we have been working on measurements. We will end 
the year by discussing graphs and geometry. In Writing, we have been working on opinion pieces. We will end the year with a poetry 
unit. In Science, we have been discussing earth’s systems. We will end the year with space. In Social Studies, we are learning about 
how things were in the past verses now. We will be going to the Granger Homestead for Homestead Days. As the end of the year 
approaches a lot of fun events will be taking place. We look forward to all the end of the year activities.  
 

GRADE 3 - Miss Vistocco 

     Third graders are very excited to be nearing their entrance into fourth grade! We are wrapping up the year learning about area,    
perimeter, and systems of measurement in math class. We have also been writing a combination of short stories with dialogue and 
learning to find themes through longer narratives and short stories. To wrap up the year, we will be completing a poetry study by  
reading Love That Dog by Sharon Creech. Students have also learned recently about the life cycles of plants and animals and look 
forward to growing plants in our own classroom. They will learn to track the factors that inhibit and enhance plant growth through daily 
observation. In Social Studies we have been examining the intricate relationship between producers and consumers (with some help 
from Bill Nye!). Third grade also has very thoughtful daily conversations and reflections about saints and how we can implement    
aspects of their lives into our own. Their journal reflections have been thoughtful and I am seeing growth in their actions towards one 
another!  
 

GRADE 4 - Mrs. Baxter                                      

   Jambo 4th Grade Families,  
   Did you know that Jambo is how you say “hello” in Swahili? We have begun our cross-curriculum study of Expository Writing. We 
are taking the time to learn about countries from around the world in a comprehensive research project. The students are learning 
foreign languages and culture, research skills, how to categorize information into headings and subheadings, economy, politics, and 
many other topics this quarter.  They cannot wait to share their final pieces with you!  
   With that said, unfortunately our time together is quickly coming to an end. ☺ I have gotten to know and love each of your children 
and I cannot begin to tell you how blessed I am for my time with them. If I can be of any assistance over the summer break, please 
know that I am still accessible by email. You should be proud of how far they’ve come in such a short period of time. I wish them all 
the best in 5th grade! Enjoy your summer!! 
   God Bless, Jen Baxter  

 

GRADE 5 - Mrs. Maslyn 
   The 5th grade has been working on many great topics! It’s almost the end of our year which mean exams and MANY fun activities 
are planned! ☺ 
   In Science, the students have finished their required curriculum and we are working on review as well as completing some fun lab 
activities.  The last activity, that we always do in June, is my favorite…the Egg Drop!  They will work with a partner to create their own 
egg container using specific materials given to them and in a certain amount of time.  We will then take them out and drop them from 
the top of a ladder to see if their egg breaks.   
   In ELA, the students continue to work on basic writing skills, spelling and vocabulary.  We have been reading stories our of their 
textbooks that correlate with what they are learning in Social Studies and Science.  Our Flat Stanley Projects included a research   
paper that all the students just completed.  They used a variety of writing skills to create these papers on the Chromebooks.     
   In Religion they are learning about different prayers and stories about those who wrote them.  The students have really been      
enjoying Math topics and I think will continue to do so.  They have completed lessons on geometry, data and  will finish up the year 
with different units of measurement.   
   I wish for all of you a safe and healthy summer!  I will be offering tutoring services over the summer.  If you are interested, please 
contact me at the email below.  ☺ 
God Bless, Mrs. Maslyn 
Stacy.maslyn@dor.org     
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Science, Gr. 6 Math & Gr. 6 Homeroom - Miss Gales 

   Welcome to our 4th Quarter!  
   As we wrap up the remainder of the school year I’d like to give a big shout out to the Middle School for working incredibly hard each 
and every day! The finish line is in view!  
   6th Grade and 8th Grade are finishing the school year with learning about Chemical Reactions and Chemical Equations. Students will 
also learn about Ph levels as we draw Physical Science to a close. We have really enjoyed learning about the many elements on the 
Periodic Table.  
   Science 8 had their NYS Science Performance Exam on May 29th and will take ther Written NYS Science Exam on June 3rd.  
The 7th Grade is finishing up their body systems unit and then we will touch on the many Biomes of our environment! Students truly 
enjoyed our discussions on each body system. Everyone was really able to relate to these topics, especially learning about Nutrition! 
We all were in agreement that food is the best part of our day!  
   Students will be receiving a review sheet consisting of a list of terms to study for the final exam. They received the review sheet on 
Friday May 24th. The Final Exam will be Second Semester cumulative for all Middle Schoolers.  Please see the Final Exam schedule 
for a reference of each final given.  
Thank you to each and every student for putting their best foot forward each and every day. We have come so far and acquired such 
a wide array of knowledge this past year.  
   Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns you may have. ☺ ~ Miss Gales 
 
6TH Grade Math  
    Welcome to the 4th quarter of 6th grade Math! 
    I have truly enjoyed working with the 6th grade and watching them strive to master the math topics we study in class. My students 
are not afraid to ask for help and always utilize advisory time to make sure they are completing math problems accurately! I could not 
be happier.  
   We spent the last month learning about Ratios and Unit Rates. We took our time understanding the difference between a fraction 
and a ratio. Students now know that a ratio is a comparison of 2 different objects whereas a fraction is read as a number in reference 
to one object. After mastering this concept students were very successful at completing unit rate practice problems. Students are now 
able to see that unit rate is asking for the price of one specific item, for example knowing the cost of 1 banana in a bundle of bananas. 
Students are really starting to connect our math skills to situations where they would use these skills in the real world!  
   We are finishing up our last 2 units. Students have been working on Geometry problems in unit 7 during Homeroom and Study 
Skills. During Math periods we have been learning Unit 6 on Percent.  
   Students will be receiving a review sheet consisting of review problems for the final exam. They received the review sheet on  Friday 
May 24th. The Final Exam will be Second Semester cumulative.  Please see the Final Exam schedule for a reference of each final 
given.  
   Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns you may have. ☺ ~ Miss Gales 
 

ELA & Gr. 7 Homeroom - Mrs. Palleschi 

   It’s hard to believe that the school year is almost over…as the year comes to a close, I would just like to say that it has been a 
pleasure to work with your children this year.  It certainly makes my job easy when the students are so exceptional, so thank you for 
that!   
   As National Junior Honor Society advisor, I would also like to recognize and congratulate this year ’s inductees: 8th graders David 
Jankowski and Michael Macri; along with 7th graders Leah Batterson, Sophia Enzinna, Alexandra Gellatly, Edward Goatseay, 
Kendall Pellegrino, Natalie Westerman, and Molly Williams. These students were recognized after the Ascension Thursday Mass 
on May 30th, and enjoyed a reception with teachers and family members to celebrate.  It is a great honor for these students to join the 
ranks of all previous NJHS members from St. Mary’s School, and we applaud them for their accomplishments in the areas of 
scholarship, character, leadership, service, and citizenship.  Congratulations once again to these fine students!! 
   Within the classroom, students are wrapping up final assignments: 6th graders completed Among the Hidden and will do a RAFT 
writing assignment to go with it; 7th graders are finishing Refugee, and writing character and theme essays for this novel; 8th     
graders are writing research papers about a career of their choice.  Additionally, all students will be completing final vocabulary 
units. With 20 words in each unit, that means most students have learned 240 new words this school year!!  That’s a pretty           
impressive number, so kudos to them for studying these words and learning (hopefully!) to incorporate them into their own writing. 
   Be on the lookout for the summer reading list, and pay attention to any changes that were made to the reading requirements.    
Students should come to school in September with the required reading completed and the assignments done.  
   Lastly - Congratulations to all of our 8th Grade Graduates.  We will miss you, but know that you are on to do great things!       
Wishing everyone some summer fun and relaxation…see you in September ☺  Mrs. Palleschi 

Page 8       St. Mary’s School 4th Quarter Newsletter 

Middle School News 



 

  Social Studies & Gr. 8 Homeroom - Mr. Williams 

   June is a significant time for all children, but especially for eighth graders. It is a special time and there are several last milestones 
and rites of passage taking place this month. These include a one last day at Seabreeze, the 8th grade class trip, eighth grade mass 
and dinner, and of course, graduation. Thanks for the memories and best of luck next year! 
   In Religion, eighth graders complete their study of the history of the Church by becoming more familiar with the beginnings of the 
Church in North America. They study some heroes of the Church in North America and come to appreciate its persistence in the face 
of difficulties. In Social Studies, the students continue to discuss the challenges and accomplishments of Americans in postwar   
America. 
   Seventh graders learn that all baptized members of the Church share a common vocation, a call to holiness and evangelization. 
They contemplate the different vocations in the Church—those in laity, the consecrated life, and the ordained ministry—and these 
possibilities for their own lives in order to discover how to serve God and the Church by spreading the Good News. In Social Studies, 
your child will focus on the causes of and the Civil War itself. 
   Sixth graders finish the study of Feudal Japan. Remember to ask your child about the many different topics we enjoyed and      
investigated as a class: the mythical origin of Japan, the geography of Japan, typhoons, earthquakes, and the "Ring of Fire",        
Shintoism, Buddhism, the emperor and Shogun, samurai and bushido, the class system, and how Japanese leaders isolated the 
country from the rest of the world.  
   Philadelphia/Gettysburg Trip: The 7/8th grade trip to Philadelphia was a great success! Students were able to visit the Gettysburg 
National Battle Site, the Constitution Center, Independence Hall and Congress Hall, Betsy Ross’ House, the Liberty Bell, and the   
Valley Forge historical site. Thank you to all the parent chaperones for their help over the three days. A special thanks to Mrs. Donna 
Kamholtz for her time and effort in planning and organizing the trip. And thank you to Mrs. Ann Marie Deutsch for her assistance 
and guidance during the trip ensuring a smoothly run experience for everyone. Lastly, thank you to all the parents. Without your 
“behind the scenes” work and many efforts to fundraise, this trip would not be possible. Thank you for your support and the time and 
energy you gave before and during the trip. 

 
7

th
 & 8

th
 Grade Math - Miss Pohorence 

   We are finished with our curriculum so it's time to review and become math masters! 
Algebra students are busy practicing for the state Algebra Regents Exam which will be 1:15 PM - 4:15 PM on Wednesday, June 19th. 
Math 7 and Math 8 students are working through mastery activities and worksheets that will prepare them for  their final exams.  
All students in 7th and 8th grade will be sharing their math portfolios with a family members or another teacher as part of their final 
exam grade. Invitations have been sent out regarding this. 7th graders will present their portfolios on Wednesday, June 12th from 8:30 
- 9:00 AM. 8th graders will present their portfolios on Tuesday, June 11th from 8:30 - 9:00 AM.  
I am so proud of the 7th and 8th graders growth in math this year! They are truly a blessing and I wish each and everyone one of them 
a very happy and safe summer! 

 
 

 
 
 
SPANISH  - Señor Pursel  
   Eighth graders are taking their final placement assessment during the month of May. Each student has scheduled an individual 
speaking appointment in order to demonstrate their fluency in Spanish.  This is Part I of their final assessment which will be given in 
June.  The Part I score, which is based on a rubric, will be added to the remaining June portions of the exam, Parts II, III and IV, in 
order to generate an overall score.   I am confident that my Spanish students are prepared and will do their best on the exams.  
 Seventh graders will also begin to prepare for their final assessment.  Although they are expected to speak in Spanish during class, 
their exam will not have a separate speaking component since they have one more full year of study to practice.  All exams comply 
with the NYS LOTE (Languages Other Than English) Standards.  
   I have stated the importance of independent study in several newsletters.  I hope that both the Seventh and Eighth graders have   
already begun to review since the exams cover all the vocabulary and grammar studied throughout the year. Last minute cramming 
will not be effective. 
   I strongly recommend that students keep their notes and vocabulary words for future reference.  Should your children be looking for 
something to do over the summer; they can always review Spanish vocabulary or practice with on-line resources.  Please feel free to 
contact me, as always, if there are any areas of concern. 
   It has been another great year and it is always a pleasure teaching your children Spanish, as well as the Catholic faith.  I hope to 
see everyone in the fall. Please have a safe, relaxing, and fun summer!   

 

MS HOUSE - Miss Pohorence 
   Students will wrap up the year with an end of year retreat at Notre Dame Retreat House on June 13th. Our theme is about         
transitions. We will enjoy a day of fellowship and spiritual growth with the help of parish staff.  
   5th -7th grade students please look forward to emails throughout the summer for service opportunities and other events that will 
have a House feeling.  
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
REMEMBER ... you  may  “dress casually” on your birthday or another day of    

choice when your birthday falls on a no school day!  

        JULY 
 

  3- Jennifer Menikotz 

              6- Sean Wiepert  

              7- Scarlett Morehouse 

                  Mr. Schrader 

      Gerald Wiepert III 

              8- Miss Barker  

  9- Micah Herendeen 

                  Mrs. Deutsch  

            10- Mrs. Radak 

            11- Leah Batterson 

            12- Marissa Seeloff 

            16- Abigail Gordner              

            17- Cora Baker   

                   Joshua McWilliams 

            20- Violet Fox                   

            23- Anna Andzulis 

            25- Miss Gales 

            27- Michael Macri         

                   

       JUNE 
                    

 6- David Jankowski 

 7- Mrs. Koch 

             8- Jack Jensen 

      Daniel Neubecker 

           14- Seraphina Cox 

           16- Mrs. Horrocks 

           17- Mr. Kelley 

           27- Lillie Wade 

           28- William McCarthy 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER EVENTS: 

November 7 - Early Dismissal at 11:30 AM 

November 10 - NO SCHOOL/Faculty Retreat 

November 11 - NO SCHOOL/Veterans Day 

November 21 - Early Dismissal at 11:30 AM 

November 26 - 28 - NO SCHOOL/Thanksgiving Recess 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

June 2 - Red Wings Game 

June 7 - Mass & Volunteer Appreciation 

June 12 - Grade 8 Mass & Dinner 

June 14 - St. Mary’s-a-thon 

June 19 - Grade 8 Graduation 

June 20 - Seabreeze Family Day 

June 21 - Last Day of School 

        AUGUST            

   1- Alanna Staples 

 3- Vaughn Thompson 

 5- Lydia Enzinna 

 6- Hudson Dixon-Marianetti 

 7- Norah Sergeant 

             8- Mae Andzulis 

     Jaden Johnson 

             9- Bryant Sabin 

           10- John Dun Moodie 

      Olivia Frarey 

                  Mrs. Kamholtz  

           11- Sophia Williamson 

                 Miss Wisner 

           12- Luke Sanford  

           15- Fr. Clifford 

           16- Logan Storms 

           17- Peter May 

            23- Averie Abbott 

            25- Sofia Falbo 

            31- Kendall Pellegrino 
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