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Dear Catholic School Families,

I hope that this note �nds you and your family well. With deep gratitude, I thank you for your continued
support during this unprecedented time and thank you for the sacri�ces each family makes to attend
Catholic school. In these challenging times, the work done in our schools has been a source of faith
and joy throughout the diocese, giving light to the world in a time with so much darkness. As each of
our 18 schools worked quickly to launch distance learning plans over the past two weeks, the true
strength of our school communities came to light as parents took on the role of home educators,
teachers worked to move classes online, and our entire structure for worship and learning went
through a complete transformation. In the end, our faith in God and our love for each other will
support us through the day when our students can return to school.

On Friday, Governor Cuomo issued an update on the school closure timeline. Schools will now o�cially
be closed through April 14th, at which time our situation will be reassessed and a determination to
either reopen schools or extend the closure will be made. As such, we are making distance learning
plans throughout this window, knowing that we will have more information and guidance in the near
future. While we will follow the recommended guidance for ensuring public safety and health, we
certainly pray that our schools will reopen as soon as possible.
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In the meantime, I would like to share the following updates regarding modi�cations that will be made
to our school attendance and grading protocol throughout the time of school closures.

Student Workload. Our teachers and principals have worked hard to create learning plans that will
continue to support learning throughout the time of closure. However, knowing that this is a stressful
and challenging time for many of our families, we want to assure you of our support and �exibility
within these plans to meet your family’s needs. We know that many of our parents are not teachers,
and we also understand that many of us are still working full-time from home while now also juggling
school assignments and new technology platforms. Understanding this, I cannot overemphasize the
importance of regular and constructive communication between families and our schools to help us
navigate these unknown waters together. We are a team! Our schools want to support you and keep
our students growing in faith and knowledge. We also want to consider the emotional and social
needs of each child and their family during this time. Our continued dialogue will follow a theme of
�exibility, accounting for the many variabilities that we are all trying to balance as we move forward
into the coming weeks.

Attendance. Please note that no student will be negatively penalized for absences during remote
instruction throughout the school closure. All schools are using a specialized code to document days
when distance learning is occurring in My Student’s Progress (MSP), which will be used to document
the time of our school closure and re�ected accordingly in student records. We also understand that
many assignments may be provided with �exibility, meaning that the timeline of their completion may
fall outside of the time of the regular school day. Our use of the distance learning code is designed to
take this all into account.

Quarter 3 Report Cards. As our third quarter ends, report cards will be issued for all students utilizing
the regular timeline. Since a signi�cant portion of our quarter will have occurred using distance
learning, our schools will prioritize a method of narrative feedback for students using the comment
section of each report card. These narratives will provide detailed feedback on each child’s progress,
along with information about focus concepts and skills.

For K – Grade 2 students, report cards will look largely the same, with a rubric score given to each
standard assessed for the quarter. Feedback will also be given on Learner Behaviors.

For Grades 3 – 8 students, report cards will only include a comment for each subject area and no
numeral grade in the Q3 grade box. An informal grade point average may be included in the
comment section and the grades of all assignments will still be visible through the parent portal.
The omission of the average grade from the report card is to ensure that no students are
penalized for their inability to complete assignments from home due to any circumstances that
may be beyond their control and do not re�ect their true academic mastery of the content.
Feedback will also be given on Learner Behaviors.

Work-Life Balance. Although I cannot commend our families and school staff enough for the amazing
work I have seen throughout the diocese in these past weeks, our most important mission is to ensure
that we are supporting and empowering healthy families. Just as adults need a balance between their
work and home life, we want to reassure your family that taking time for your children to step away
from their schoolwork and embark on some family activities is highly encouraged. In these uncertain
times, those simple moments of praying together, playing a game, or cooking together can be as
educational as the assigned lessons from a student textbook. We are all doing the best we can in this
time with a lot of unknowns – don’t be afraid to give yourselves a well-deserved break!

My favorite saint, St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta, once said, “Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet
come. We have only today. Let us begin." Indeed, during these times all we can do is take it one day at a
time and enjoy the simple blessings that God shares with us each day.



Be assured of my prayers for you and your families as we face this pandemic together. I look forward
to the day when our schools will reopen and we will all be together again.

In hope,

Jim

Diocese of Rochester Department of Catholic
Schools
Mr. James Tauzel
Superintendent of Schools

1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, … james.tauzel@dor.org

585-328-3210 dorschools.org

https://s.smore.com/u/f3063c51d6885dace94b8da69e4b5ecb.jpg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=1150%20Buffalo%20Road%2C%20Rochester%2C%20NY%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:james.tauzel@dor.org
tel:585-328-3210
http://dorschools.org/

